**4                CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

filiation. A sense of sin gave him trouble, a sense
of divine merely brought him peace. In Luther's
theology this justifying faith in what we may call
its scientific form, becomes the first ground of cer-
tainty. It is the foundation of all other certainties,
It is not preceded by believing the truth of Chris-
tianity ; but, on the contrary, the truth of Christianity
follows from it. In this sense it is the article of ' a
standing or a falling Church.'

So far Luther is at one with the Mystics.    Like
them he begins with tfre subjective, and from this
proceeds to establish the objective.   He is personally
conscious of being taken out of a state where all was
discordant, and of being brought into a state where all
is harmonious.    For want of better names he uses the
current ecclesiastical language, and calls the one a state
of nature, the other a state of grace.   But he finds
other men who have had the same experience.   He
finds that such men have existed in all ages.    Their
existence is a fact.   These men constitute the Church.
Here is the first passage from the subjective to the
objective, and here begins Luther's essential antago-
nism with the Church of Eome.   All his language
concerning the ministry and the sacraments must be
understood from the point of view that true Christians
alone are really members of the Church.   The right of
performing the offices of the Church belongs to them,
springs from them, and, for the sake of order, is by
them conferred on the offieers of the Church.

The Scriptures being the property of this Church,
and the canon itself being determined by the Church,
they cannot have an external or legal authority over